Foreword

Everything you always wanted to know about sperm DNA
fragmentation testing

Sperm DNA fragmentation (SDF) testing has been widely recognized as a potentially useful tool in aiding clinicians with the
assessment of men with infertility. However, there has been much debate over its clinical utility and application during a male
factor workup.

In this issue of Translational Andrology and Urology, guidelines for SDF testing as proposed by Dr. Agarwal and colleagues (1)
are further examined and discussed by an international panel of invited authors with corresponding responses to their specific
commentaries by the guest editors, Drs. Ashok Agarwal, Ahmad Majzoub, Sandro Esteves and Chak-Lam Cho. These articles
represent a unique opportunity to read commentaries by clinicians and specialists practicing in every part of the world (North
America, South America, Europe, Africa, Asia, Oceania) with responses tailored to each author’s specific challenges and
difficulties with utilization of SDF testing.

The editors perform a tremendous job of answering each authors’ concerns as related to SDF testing since there is not a
consensus of its use among the guidelines published by the European Association of Urology (EAU), American Urological
Association (AUA) and American Society for Reproductive Medicine (ASRM). I believe the readers will greatly benefit
from this interactive dialogue and have a better understanding of what SDF is, its negative impact on male fertility and how
information regarding SDF can be used as a valuable tool towards improving fertility outcomes for our couples trying to
achieve pregnancy.

Acknowledgements

None.

References

1. Agarwal A, Majzoub A, Esteves SC, et al. Clinical utility of sperm DNA fragmentation testing: practice recommendations based
on clinical scenarios. Transl Androl Urol 2016;5:935-50.

David Shin

© Translational Andrology and Urology. All rights reserved. tau.amegroups.com Transl Androl Urol 2017;6(Suppl 4):5324-S325



Translational Andrology and Urology, Vol 6, Suppl 4 September 2017 S325

David Shin, MD

Vice-Chair, Department of Urology,

Seton Hall-Hackensack Meridian School of Medicine;

Chief, Center for Sexual Health & Fertility,

Hackensack University Medical Center; Hackensack, N, USA.

(Email: David.Shin@hackensackmeridian.org)

doi: 10.21037/tau.2017.09.04

Conflicts of Interest: The author has no conflicts of interest to declare.
View this article at: http://dx.doi.org/10.21037/tau.2017.09.04

Cite this article as: Shin D. Everything you always wanted to

know about sperm DNA fragmentation testing. Transl Androl
Urol 2017;6(Suppl 4):S324-S325. doi: 10.21037/tau.2017.09.04

© Translational Andrology and Urology. All rights reserved.

tau.amegroups.com Transl Androl Urol 2017;6(Suppl 4):S324-S325



